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What is Kindergarten 
Readiness?

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is recntly grwoing concern about children’s lack of readiness for school



Investigating Kindergarten 
Readiness (KR)

Understanding  what kindergartners need to 
know and be able to do as they exit

 kindergarten

Clarifying the components of KR

Establishing a framework for articulating KR

Developing a common language for KR
Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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Goal for today



Four Big Questions
1.Why is kindergarten readiness  so 
important?

2.How do we get children "ready?”

3.Are schools "ready" for kindergartners?

4.What happens when children are “not 
ready”

 
for kindergarten?

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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Answer with next 3 pix



What are Kindergartners Expected to 
Know and Be Able To Do?

Kindergarten Common Core Content Standards

Mathematics:
• Counting and Cardinality
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking
• Number and Operations in Base Ten
• Measurement and Data
• Geometry

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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Look ahead at exit skills: common core



Kindergarten Common Core Content Standards 

English/Language Arts
•Reading Standards for Literature

•Reading Standards for Informational Text

•Reading Standards for Foundational Skills

•Writing Standards

•Speaking and Listening Standards

•Language Standards
Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)



Children who start
 

“behind”
lag

 
behind and stay

 
behind 

What is "behind?"

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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How can you be BEHIND BEFORE you start?



Preschool experience
 

Mother's education
 

Socio-economic status
 

Primary home language
 

Resources and opportunities 

Social-emotional maturity
 

Health
Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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ECLS study 1998-99 sample 9850 out of almost 4 million K students: identified risk factors impacting K performance/success



Vocabuary major component in achiev gap









Children who start behind...

Intervention

Retention

Identification as Special Needs

Failure

Drop-Out

Delinquency, crime, and violence
Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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 problems persist/intensify/associated w later outcomes 



ECLS: behind in K, -still behind in 5-8





Is Readiness:
• A fixed or prerequisite set of 

skills? 
• Maturational?
• Chronological? 
• Beliefs of families, schools, and 

community?
• A child's abilities, skills, and    

characteristics?
Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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Policy Makers
Legislators

Administrators
Families

Preschool Teachers
Kindergarten Teachers

Views of Readiness: 

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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As defined by:

….

Inconsistnecy; diff concerns/beliefs/wants



vary in expect of what chil should know/be able to do before k and in K



National Education Goals Panel 
(NEGP)

“…By the year 2000, all 
children in America will start 
school ready to learn.”

(NEGP, 1993)

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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HW BUSH and gov from each state



In an attempt to:  IMPROVE ed. acheiv; increase renewed COMMIT to sch, teach, & studn, attempt toDEFINE school R.  



never used word READINESS



Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)

NEGP

Child’s
 

individual characteristics  

Family support/participation

High quality preschool experience

Smooth transition to kindergarten 

Readiness of the school

Teachers’
 

support of  learning/development      

(Kagan et al., 1995)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Drew from research in EL and D



Found FACTORS that INFLUENCE KR



Recognized wide range abilities and variablitiy 



NEGP Multidimensional Framework 

Domains of Early Learning and Development

1. Physical Well-Being/Motor

2. Social/Emotional

3. Approaches Towards Learning

4. Language

5. Cognition/General Knowledge

(Kagan et al., 1995)
Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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Recognized 5 DIMENSIONS, DOMAINS, CONSTRUCTS  of EL and D 



Social DevelopmentSocial Development

Emotional DevelopmentEmotional Development

Language and CommunicationLanguage and Communication

Approaches to LearningApproaches to Learning

Cognitive Development and General KnowledgeCognitive Development and General Knowledge

Physical/MotorPhysical/Motor

Early LiteracyEarly Literacy

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Me  my research  on KR     Expanded domains 5 to 7 by:



separate S and E 

emphais on EL and CDev in ELS and CCS
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•

 
Physical Well-Being/Motor Development
• Gross, fine, graphomotor, self-help, overall health/fitness 

•

 
Social Development
• Interactions and relationships with adults/children, 

respect, caring, forming friendships, cooperating, 
resolving conflict, sharing, and taking turns

•

 
Emotional Development
• Self-control and self-regulation, self-concept, self-

 confidence, self-efficacy, awareness and expression of 
one’s own emotions, sensitivity towards others, separates 
from parent

•

 
Approaches Towards Learning
• Independence, interest, enthusiasm, engagement, 

curiosity, imagination, task persistence, attentiveness, 
making transitions, following directions and routines, 
accepting new challenges Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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INDICATORS within each DOMAIN



Encompasses skills, abilities, competencies, and characteristics   in the individual child



•
 

Language and Communication Development
• Expressive: speaking, communicating; Receptive: listening, 

comprehending; English language acquisition; vocabulary; 
asking/answering questions, engaging in conversations

•

 
Early Literacy Development
• Phonemic awareness, alphabetic knowledge, concepts of 

print, book awareness, story sense, comprehension, writing 
letters and name, communicating in drawing/writing

•

 
Cognitive Development and General Knowledge
• Physical, logico-mathematical, and social-conventional 

knowledge: Observing; questioning; recognizing 
relationships, associations, differences/similarities; 
comparing/contrasting, problem solving

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)



What are Kindergarten Teachers’
 

Perceptions of 
Kindergarten Readiness?

• Self-Help Skills

• Ability to Communicate Needs

• Social Competency

• Emotional Maturity

• Positive Approaches to Learning
Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BIG TAKEAWY    My findings 2010 CONSISTENT with current research in early learning and past 20 years KT report



Surprising considering increased accountability and pusch down of benchmarks                 go back to prior slide



Hyptohesized  Perhaps feel acad better taught in K





Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)

Social and Emotional Development and Approaches 

toward Learning are Precursors for Academic Success

The domains:

are NOT isolated

are interrelated; connected; associated 

have a reciprocal relationship

Development in ALL domains is important

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BUT NEW  My findings—teachers found associaitons, conncectins, interactions, relationships between concepts—all interrelated and impact one another

links attention/reading    lang acqu/social inter/emotional  healht/ interfers/academics/soc



What Can  Preschools Do to 

Prepare Young Children for 

Kindergarten?

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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Now that we know that….



Developmentally Appropriate Practice (NAEYC)
Intentional Teaching/Facilitating Learning

Knowledge of how children learn 

Understanding the wide variation in children’s   

development and learning

Meet needs of ALL children 

Scaffolding and Differentiation

Culturally Relevant Teaching

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)(NAEYC 2004, 2009)
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NAEYC pos statem on readiness and DAP

STRATEGIES TO ENCOURAGE  in PRACTICE

Intentional-best practice, knowledge decisions, high-quality learning exp

Piaget   connectings/prior know construct know.  Vgosy-soc learn,

diff ways learning, MI, differen., ZPD, scaffolding



Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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NAEYC  DAP 2009



Positive Classroom Learning Environments

•Exposure, Engagement, Exploration

•Meaningful and Relevant Learning

•Build on student interests/provide choice

•Exposure, Not Mastery

•Address all domains of learning/development

•PLAY

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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STRATEIGIES to Encourage/EMPHASIS on



Children’s effective functioning in the K class. And early acad succes is de[emdent upon strenghts in all areas of ELD before K



Acade taught in K as EXIT skills, not entry expectations



Domains:

5 Senses:

Physical
Well-

 
Being/ 
Motor

Social Emotional Approaches 
to
Learning

Early 
Literacy

Language/

 
Communi-

 
cation

Cognitive/
General
Knowledge

Sight

Touch

Smell

Taste

Hear

Planning Template: Five Senses

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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NOT ISOLAED          INTEGRATE DOMAINS  RELEVNAT MEANINGUL LEARINING 



create a unit include all domains 



SAMPLE. 



In Conclusion, Readiness
 

is comprised of: 
•Characteristics, Abilities, and skills of  

the individual child 
•Family's participation and support
•High quality preschool experience
•Development in all

 
domains of ELD

• Focus on social, emotional, well-being
•Collaboration and expectations of all

parties involved
•Readiness of schools for ALL

 
Children

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)



Kindergarten Readiness
 

Nancy L. Cappelloni
 

Corwin Press, 2013

Nancy L. Cappelloni, Ed.D. (2012)
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